
              

 

Established in 1988, the Pearl and Ivy Educational Foundation, Inc. (PIEF) is a 
501(c)(3) organization whose primary mission is to provide scholarships to deserving 
and exemplary college-bound high school seniors and continuing college students in the 
District of  Columbia. PIEF is comprised of  college-educated, professional women—

community volunteers who are dedicated to serving the needs of  District residents.  

SUMMER 2019 

The Pearl and Ivy Educational Foundation (PIEF), in partnership with the Xi Omega  
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., hosted the 10th Annual Pink Hat Tea  

Scholarship Fundraiser on Sunday, May 5 at the Renaissance Marriott Hotel 
in downtown Washington. From its modest beginnings as an intimate 
gathering at the Xi Omega Center, the Pink Hat Tea has now grown 
to attract more than 700 guests annually, including dignitaries and 
community leaders—all in the name of scholarship and service to DC 

high school students.  

Each year, the Tea’s signature hat show-
case is a highly anticipated portion of 

the program. This year’s show completely 
dazzled the crowd with scenes that featured Alpha 

Kappa Alpha’s program target areas: women’s health and 
wellness, economic empowerment, the arts, and global im-

pact. The models stunned in color-coordinated hats and at-
tire—pink for breast cancer awareness, purple for  
Alzheimer’s awareness, and green to symbolize financial 
literacy. Additional scenes highlighted the sorority’s focus 
on the arts and the Harlem renaissance era, which in-
cluded a lively period dance performance, and a scene 
in stately African attire to highlight AKA’s global im-
pact. The amazing finale featured all who served as 
former chairmen for the Tea over the past  
10 years, all decked out in brilliant pink and green.  

Yet another highlight of the event was a live giv-
ing moment. During this time, guests issued 
friendly challenges for fellow members of various 
groups—which included other Greek letter  
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organizations, social and civic groups and clubs, and college alumni, among others—to match their donations 
through text messaging. The room electrified as the donations were displayed across the screen, motivating guests 
to meet the challenge. As a result, PIEF raised more than $6,000 through this effort alone in less than a half hour.  

In total, the 10th annual Pink Hat Tea raised more than $50,000—a fundraising record and milestone! Proceeds 
from the Tea directly support PIEF’s scholarships for college-bound high school seniors at DC public and public 
charter schools. Below are some images from the Pink Hat Tea; for more, visit Xi Omega’s Facebook page. 
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Since 2014, Xi Omega Chapter’s annual prom giveaway has been a shopping  
paradise for local high school students. Each year, this festive event provides all 
facets of prom attire and services: formal dresses, shoes, and all types of accesso-
ries—as well as etiquette training and makeup consultations and tutorials.  

This year’s event on May 18 drew nearly 70 students from across the DC metro-
politan area. Guests enjoyed listening to a DJ while they shopped. They could 
take snapshots of themselves in a photo booth, and had multiple chances to win 
door prizes such as gift cards and gift certificates to florists, nail salons, and other 
related services. One lucky winner walked 
away with the grand prize of complimentary 
limousine service for prom night!  

This event is made possible each year by 
generous donations and volunteer service by 

PIEF members and the larger community. PIEF serves as a grant 
funder for the annual prom giveaway, which falls under Xi Omega’s 
educational program area. PIEF Board Member-at-Large Donna 
Rucker serves as chairman for this event.  

On March 9, PIEF held its annual 
scholarship reception at the Pepco 
Edison Place Gallery, awarding more 
than $30,000 to college-bound DC 
students. Congresswoman Lauren 
Underwood (D-IL) and Federal  
Energy Regulatory Commission  
Secretary Kimberly Bose, both  
Alpha Kappa Alpha members,  
imparted inspiring words as keynote 
speakers for the event.  

In their remarks, Congresswoman Underwood and Secretary Bose urged the graduates to adopt the mantra 
of this year’s theme, “Exemplifying Excellence in a Changing Environment.” Congresswoman Underwood, who is 
also a proud member of PIEF, shared her personal journey of becoming a registered nurse, public health 
advisor—and most recently the youngest black woman to serve in Congress—as a testament to pursuing 
your passion. Secretary Bose reiterated those sentiments and encouraged the students to stretch themselves 
to pursue roles and goals that push them out of their comfort zones.  

This year’s cohort will further their education at some of the nation’s most prestigious colleges and univer-
sities, pursuing a range of majors to include STEM, education, and communication. Five of the 12 scholars 
will attend historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs).  

Continued on next page. 
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Additionally, three of 
this year’s scholars 
were featured in the 
2019 District of  
Columbia Public 
Schools’ DCPS Goes 
To College campaign, 
which highlighted 
stellar graduating  
seniors.  

These scholars were: 
David Hounyo, a 
graduate of McKinley Technology High School who will attend the Georgia Institute of Technology; 
Betelhem Mekonnen, a graduate of Calvin Coolidge Senior High School who will attend Georgetown 
University; and Mauricio Perez, a graduate of Theodore Roosevelt High School who will attend Temple 
University. Visit pearlandivy.org/pief-scholars for a full list of our 2019 recipients. 

In the early days of Reconstruction, HBCUs were established as  
institutions for African Americans who were otherwise prohibited from 
pursuing higher education. Leslie Jones, a long-time PIEF member, has 
made it her mission to preserve and highlight the history and contributions 
of HBCUs and their graduates through her organization, The Hundred 
 Seven (named for the 107 institutions identified by the U.S. Department of 
Education).  

Jones founded The Hundred Seven in 2014, inspired by her fervent love for 
her alma mater, Howard University in Washington, DC.  

“Our goal is to positively promote and spread the good news of HBCUs 
and their rich legacy, from the largest to the smallest,” says Jones.  

A historian at heart, she credits Howard with giving her more than a formal 
education, but also allowing her to form life-long friendships (including 

through her sorority, Alpha Kappa Alpha) and strengthening her knowledge of self and her African-
American heritage. 

The Hundred Seven serves as an online resource for all things HBCUs; using social media to highlight  
everything from important historical dates and facts, to recent accomplishments of graduates, to hidden 
connections of celebrities and well-known public figures to these institutions. The website provides a 
directory, current news, and feature articles on the top STEM programs and other exceptional offerings at 
HBCUs.  

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Secretary Kimberly Bose and Congresswoman Lauren Underwood (D-IL)  
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An additional unique and valuable feature is the HBCU Match database, 
which allows students to search for the HBCU that’s best for them based 
on program and location.  

Jones, who has a background in education and computer science/web  
design, plans to expand the website’s offerings so ultimately it can be used 
as a tool by all school districts across the country.  

Connect with The Hundred Seven at thehundred-seven.org, Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram. Also, check out Jones’ latest article, “The 
‘Experience’ of an HBCU.”  

Three former PIEF scholars served as panelists for  
Xi Omega Chapter’s #CAP workshop in June. These 
scholars, having just completed their freshman and  
sophomore years in college, gave tips to the graduating 
high school seniors on how best to prepare for and  
navigate their freshman year of college.  

Our PIEF scholar panelists were: Diamond Hunter,  
a finance major at Temple University; D’Onte Batts,  
a computer science major at Morehouse College;  

Samantha O’Sullivan, a double major in 
physics and African American studies at  
Harvard University; and Milagros DeSouza, 
an entrepreneurial psychology of fashion  
major at Duke University. 

#CAP is Alpha Kappa Alpha’s signature  
program that assists high school students 
with navigating the college admissions  
process. PIEF supports Xi Omega Chapter’s 
#CAP program as part of its educational  
enrichment programs.  
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PIEF, in collaboration with Xi Omega 
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha, will host 
the annual Norma E. Boyd 5K Race for 
Education on Sunday, September 22, 2019, 
at Hains Point (East Potomac Park),  
972 Ohio Drive SW. The race starts at  
8 a.m. Registration fees are only $40.  
If you want to participate but can’t make it, 
sign up for the Virtual Run/Walk option 
and we'll mail you a medal! Register at  
www.raceentry.com/. 

P.O. Box 75094 
Washington, DC 20013  

Email: info@pearlandivy.org 

Follow us on Twitter: @PIEF_DC  
Friend us on Facebook: @PearlIvyEducationalFoundation 

Go to: http://pearlandivy.org/donate/ 
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