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PIEF is excited to welcome new members to serve on its Board of Directors for 2019-2020.

Monica Freeman-Lewis, Executive Director

Monica previously served on the PIEF Board as member at-large from 2016-2017,
and was appointed in January as Executive Director. Professionally, Monica is
co-principal and Chief Operating Officer of the Business Transformation Group, and
presides over its philanthropic arm, The DRANREF Foundation, which has raised
over $100,000 to support STEM programs and entrepreneurial education for more
than 2,000 students in underserved communities.
Raven Hill, Vice President

Raven is no stranger to the PIEF Board, having most recently served as Member
At-Large in 2018. This past January, she took on the role of Vice President, where she
now oversees PIEF’s grantee programs. Professionally, Raven is a communications
specialist for Prince Georges County Public Schools, and received training for nonprofit board service through the United Way of Greater Philadelphia and Southern
New Jersey’s Young Leaders program.
Donna Rucker, Board Member At-Large
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For many years Donna has worked closely with local high
school students and administrators in her role as chairman
of the annual prom attire giveaway event by the Xi Omega
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. (AKA). An
attorney by trade, Donna recently served as president of
the Metropolitan Washington Employment Lawyers Association, where she developed creative and innovative fundraising initiatives to support its events and conferences.
Continued on next page.

Established in 1988, the Pearl and Ivy Educational Foundation, Inc. (PIEF) is a
501(c)(3) organization whose primary mission is to provide scholarships to deserving
and exemplary college-bound high school seniors and continuing college students in the
District of Columbia. PIEF is comprised of college-educated, professional women—
community volunteers who are dedicated to serving the needs of District residents.
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Jamie Sturgis, Treasurer

Jamie’s passion for youth has driven her to volunteer in many capacities, from
serving as a cheerleading coach to leading fundraising efforts for the Mississippi
Scholarship Fund.
Jamie is a federal financial manager overseeing a budget of more than $700 million,
and is excited to use her finance and fundraising skills to advance PIEF’s mission.

Kelly Taylor, Board Member At-Large

Kelly is an academician and researcher with experience in managing grant proposals
and multi-million dollar budgets. She brings board experience to PIEF, currently
serving as lead for research, evaluation, and training on the WEER Africa board of
directors. Kelly is committed to exposing young African Americans to careers in
STEM fields, with a particular focus on students at HBCUs.

AKA has officially launched its new signature program, #CAPSM (the College Admissions Process). The
program, which will run through 2022, is designed to provide high school students with the basic support
and guidance they need to navigate the college admissions process.
AKA chapters across the country will partner
with local high schools and youth groups to
bridge the gap between high school and college
and demystify the college application and enrollment process.
#CAPSM is a step-by-step approach to facilitate
college admission from researching various institutions and submitting applications through
completion of the enrollment process. AKA
members will assist students in completing college applications, preparing for the ACT and
SAT, writing compelling personal statements, identifying scholarships and other financial aid, and compiling a portfolio to track college admission results.
PIEF is proud to support its sister organization, the Xi Omega Chapter of AKA, by funding their #CAP SM
program with a $4,500 grant award. Xi Omega is partnering with the DC Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) to host monthly workshops covering a wide range of college admissions topics,
along with other relevant events and activities focused on preparing for college.

SPRING 2019 NEWSLETTER

For the past 20 years, the District of Columbia Tuition Assistance Grant (DCTAG) has helped DC high
school students fund their college dreams. DCTAG, created in 1999 by the District of Columbia College
Access Act, provides up to $10,000 in tuition assistance to qualified DC residents at more than 300 colleges and universities across the United States.
The DCTAG application, the OneApp, allows students to apply for admission at multiple schools all
through one application.
All DCTAG applications for 2019 must be submitted by Monday, July 19. To apply, visit the DCTAG
OneApp at: https://dconeapp.dc.gov/.
For more information on eligibility requirements and other FAQs, visit: https://dconeapp.dc.gov/faqs.
Xi Omega is actively recruiting high school students to participate in its #CAPSM program. For more
information, or to apply for the #CAPSM program, email: programs@akaxo.org.

Tia Strickland, a 2015 PIEF scholar, is on the move! A graduate of Woodrow Wilson
High School, Tia is currently a senior at Radford University majoring in biology and
dance. Tia credits her PIEF scholarship for alleviating the financial burden on her
parents during her freshman year. She also receives foundation scholarships form her
university, along with assistance from DCTAG.
In addition to managing a heavy course load, Tia
also balances out academics with being active in
on-campus activities. Tia regularly participates in
her department’s dance productions, is a member
of the Pre-Med Association, and has served as secretary for the Black
Student Alliance since her freshman year. Also, in 2018, Tia was initiated into the Theta Xi Chapter of AKA at Radford, joining a long line
of AKA women in her family—which includes her mother, aunts, and
grandmother.
In reflecting on her college experience, Tia advises college-bound seniors to be open-minded. “College
will truly stretch you as a person —embrace the different opportunities and people. Connect with faculty
and staff that can help with your transition into college life. Find a mentor that you can talk to when times
get tough. And get involved —join a team, club, or organization where you can meet friends and make
lasting connections.” After graduation, Tia plans to spend a year in South or Central America studying
Spanish. Following this, she will enter into a post-graduate degree program or attend physical therapy
school. We wish Tia all the best and can’t wait to hear where her next adventures take her!
Community Partners Reception: May 2, 2019 and Scholarship Reception: May 9, 2019
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PIEF, in partnership with the Xi Omega Chapter, is proud to present the
10th annual Pink Hat Tea Scholarship Fundraiser. From its modest beginnings in 2009 at the Xi Omega Center, the Pink Hat Tea has grown to attract a crowd of more than 800 guests each year. The 10th annual Tea will
take place on Sunday, May 5 at the Renaissance Marriott in downtown
Washington, DC, and will feature its signature hat show and silent auction.
Tickets can be purchased online at: 2019pinkhattea.eventbrite.com. Packages are also available for individual and corporate sponsors. As always,
proceeds from the Tea will go directly to supporting PIEF’s scholarships
for college-bound graduating high-school seniors in the District of Columbia. For additional information, please email fundraising@pearlandivy.org.
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