
       

PIEF celebrated its 30th anniversary with a formal reception on Tuesday,  
October 30 in downtown Washington. Nearly 100 PIEF members, community 
partners, donors, and sponsors, as well as former PIEF scholars attended.  

Dr. Amanda Alexander, District of Columbia Public Schools Interim  
Chancellor/PIEF member, opened the program with greetings and accolades 
for PIEF’s commitment to DC students.  

Ms. Anaia Peddie, a 2008 graduate of Benjamin 
Banneker High School and former PIEF scholar, 
was the keynote speaker (photo at left, and see 
pages 2-3 for more photos). Ms. Peddie graduated 
Phi Beta Kappa from Spelman College with a 

Bachelor’s of Arts in English Literature and  
Spanish Language/Linguistics. She has returned to 
the District, where she currently serves as program 
manager for Minnesota Avenue Main Street at the 
Washington Area Community Investment Fund 
—an initiative to revitalize, develop, and promote the Minnesota Avenue com-
mercial corridor and neighborhood in northeast Washington. Ms. Peddie shared 
how receiving a PIEF scholarship positively impacted her life and her decision 
to give back to her community by working in the nonprofit sector.  

Since 1988, PIEF has awarded more than half a million dollars in scholarships 
to exceptional, college-bound seniors from the District’s public high schools,  
as well as continuing college students who are enrolled at colleges and  
universities in the District. Through the years, in addition to scholarships, PIEF 
also provides services and resources to support and advance STEM education, 
technology in schools, and mentoring to high school students.  

       

 

Established in 1988, the Pearl and Ivy Educational Foundation, Inc. (PIEF) is a 
501(c)(3) organization whose primary mission is to provide scholarships to deserving 
and exemplary college-bound high school seniors and continuing college students in the 
District of  Columbia. PIEF is comprised of  college-educated, professional women—

community volunteers who are dedicated to serving the needs of  District residents.  
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The Fifth Annual Norma E. Boyd 5K Race for Education was our largest one yet, as more than  
300 walkers, runners, and joggers of all ages converged on Hains Point on Sunday, September 23. It was a 
rainy day, but the weather did not stop the enthusiasm of our participants in support of health/fitness and 
scholarship.  

This year’s race also included a virtual option, 
which allowed individuals to support from afar. 
Virtual racers received a medal for their partici-
pation. Our race proceeds totaled $10,783—the 
highest amount we’ve raised in the race’s history 
—which will all go directly toward scholarships 
for DC students.  

We congratulate our top winners (for males and 
females, respectively): Clay Boggs, Daniel  
Gonzales, and Donald Patti; and Maya Leo 
Aridi, Candice Pipes, and Shares White.  

Named for Norma E. Boyd, a founding member 
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. and charter 
member of Xi Omega Chapter, the annual 5K 
Race for Education is one of PIEF’s signature 
scholarship fundraisers. Boyd was a native 
Washingtonian who dedicated her life to educa-
tional and humanitarian pursuits for children. 

On Saturday, October 13, PIEF hosted its annual college fair at Paul Public Charter School, in partnership 
with its sister organization the Xi Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. In addition to 
meeting with university representatives and counselors, students were also able to participate in a range of 
interactive workshops on applying for financial aid and scholarships, identifying a major, securing intern-
ships, and other strategies for being successful in college.  

This past November, PIEF hosted its annual Membership Summit, themed “Building a Strong Future  
Together.” The summit focused on professional fundraising approaches and techniques, and was led by 
PIEF members Sheila Harley Washington, Dr. Lavdena Orr, and F. Denise Gibson Bailey. The interactive 
presentations detailed what motivates people to give and empowered members to “make the ask.”   
Following the presentations, members broke into small groups to brainstorm the best ways to leverage 
and approach their networks and contacts, and practice the various “ask” techniques. The summit  
concluded with a charge to all PIEF members to utilize these techniques at the end of the month on  
Giving Tuesday. These efforts certainly paid off, as this year was our most successful Giving Tuesday to 
date (see article on next page for details). 
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In honor of its 30th anniversary year, PIEF themed its Giving Tuesday campaign: “30 for 30: Pledge 
with PIEF to Make College Dreams Come True.” Donors were asked to donate $30 on November 27 
via the PIEF website and a 
host of Facebook fundraisers 
created by PIEF members. 
Thanks to our faithful  
donors, we raised more than 
$4,000 this year—the largest 
amount raised on Giving 
Tuesday to date!  

 

 

In 2015, PIEF established its Scholarship Endowment Fund (SEF) to support its mission to provide 
scholarships for college-bound students in the District of Columbia. Through the SEF, donors can create 
a lasting legacy by establishing a named scholarship that will be awarded annually in perpetuity, beginning 
in 2023.  

In just a few short years, the SEF has established more than 20 named scholarship endowments—several 
of which already have been fully funded. We’d like to acknowledge those endowments fully funded as of 
the end of 2018:  

 

Evelyn T. Gray Scholarship Endowment Fund 

Lillian Hundley Jones Scholarship Endowment Fund  

Lavdena A. Orr, MD Scholarship Endowment Fund  

Julilia A. Tolson Scholarship Endowment Fund 

Valeria H. Wilson Scholarship Endowment Fund 

Monica Freeman Lewis Scholarship Endowment Fund 

Xi Omega Presidents Scholarship Endowment Fund 

Barbara Stallans Scholarship Endowment Fund 

Paula A. Bruner Scholarship Endowment Fund 

 

Congratulations and thank you to those listed above for your dedication in fulfilling your endowment! For 
more information on the SEF and how to start your own endowment, visit: pearlandivy.org/pief-
endowment-fund or email us at: piefscholarshipendowmentfund@gmail.com. 
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Are you looking to make an impact with an end-of-year tax-deductible contribu-
tion? Look no further than PIEF! We’re continuing our 30 for 30 campaign 
now through the end of  the year. Just donate $30 to PIEF in honor of  our  

30th anniversary, and your donation will go directly to making college dreams 
come true for a DC high school student: pearlandivy.org/donate/.  

pearlandivy.org/pief-endowment-fund
pearlandivy.org/pief-endowment-fund
mailto:piefscholarshipendowmentfund@gmail.com
pearlandivy.org/donate/
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In December, PIEF presented eight scholarships to undergradu-
ate members of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. currently  
enrolled at Howard University, the University of the District of  
Columbia, and American University. The scholarships recognized 
academic excellence in the areas of health, international relations, 
the arts, and overall collegiate achievement. 

Undergraduate Nina Goodson (pictured at right) received the 
Marjorie Holloman Parker Academic Award. A native of Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania, she is a junior at American University  
majoring in biology. After graduation, she plans to attend medical school and become a pediatrician,  
specializing in holistic and integrative medicine. Nina has a cumulative GPA of 3.85.  

P.O. Box 75094 
Washington, DC 20013  

Email: info@pearlandivy.org 

Follow us on Twitter: @PIEF_DC  
Friend us on Facebook: @PearlIvyEducationalFoundation 

Go to: http://pearlandivy.org/donate/ 
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