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Message from the President
Dear Friends of PIEF,
The dog days of summer are quietly coming to a close. I hope you had an
opportunity to create new memories with family and friends and soak up
some sun to renew your energy and outlook.
On behalf of the Pearl and Ivy Educational Foundation, I extend my
thanks to you, our members and community partners for your
contributions that have made 2016 a great success. I would be remissed if
I did not acknowledge the dedication and hard work of Xi Omega
women and their particular commitment to service and excellence.
This spring season was busy and filled to the brim with activity. We held
our Community Partners reception at the Pepco Art Gallery to recognize
those who help make our generous giving possible; our 7th Annual Pink
Hat Tea that continues to grow and once again exceeded its fundraising
goal; and our Scholarship Awards reception where 14 deserving
recipients from DC public and charter high schools were awarded a total
of $47,000 for their academic. Please take a moment to read the
newsletter and learn more.
This summer we held our first PIEF Summit and focused on ways to ask
for and raise money all while having fun and great fellowship. This was
timely as we prepare to stretch our reach over the next several years. This
fall the foundation will focus on raising awareness and growing our
newly created Scholarship Endowment Fund (SEF). It will be the gift that
keeps giving. Our goal is to award $100,000 in scholarships in 2023 in
recognition of our centennial year. More to come on innovative ways to
support our audacious, yet achievable mission.
Last, but certainly not least, please show your continued support by
registering for the upcoming Norma E. Boyd 5K Race for Education on
Sunday, September 18 at Rock Creek Park, as we transition from “Hats
On” to “Walk/Run” for Scholarships! I hope to see many of you there.
As summer transitions to fall, stay balanced, stay focused and stay tuned.
Please also visit our website at www.PearlAndIvy.org for more
information.

Sincerely,
Lavdena Orr
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Hats On for Scholarships

The 2016 Seventh Annual Pink Hat Tea Exceeds Fundraising Goal!
On Sunday, June 5th, the Pearl and Ivy Educational Foundation, Inc. (PIEF), in partnership with
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Xi Omega Chapter hosted the 7th Annual Pink Hat Tea. As in
previous years, this event was supported by members of both organizations for a delightful
afternoon of food, fun and a dazzling hat and neckwear show, while raising funds to support the
PIEF scholarship program. Approximately 540 guests were wowed and dazzled by the afternoon
festivities at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel in Washington, DC.
Mr. Shomari Stone, reporter from NBC4 Washington (pictured
below), served as the Master of Ceremonies. In addition, guests were
entertained by a hat and neckwear fashion show, with hats provided
by Andrea’s Fine Hats of Silver Spring, MD and neckwear was
provided by J. Logan Neckwear of Baltimore, MD. Music filled the
air with the sounds of Sean Geason and his ensemble and Carmen
Calhoun sang a "Pink Hat Day" during the show.
At the Silent Auction, attendees had the opportunity to browse and
bid on unique goods and services donated by our sponsors and
members. The auction continues to provide another avenue to raise
funds for the event, in addition to the ticket sales and patron ads.
Continuing with Xi Omega Chapter’s mission of “Service to All
Mankind,” our scholarship recipients were highlighted in a video
showcasing the organization's commitment to serving the District of
Columbia students from public and charter schools. While
unaudited, we have raised over $34,000 for Pearl and Ivy
Educational Foundation, Inc. scholarships, which exceeds last year's goal!

~ 2016 Pink Hat Tea Leadership Team ~
Allison Watts, Iris McCollum Green and Dana Foney
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Giving Back to DC Students –
$47,000 in Scholarships Awarded for 2016

Honored and proudly, the Pearl and Ivy Educational Foundation, Inc. recognized fourteen DC Public
High School and DC Public Charter High School students and awarded $47,000 in scholarships and t o
past h i g h s c h o o l r e c i p i e n t s who are currently enrolled in colleges and universities across
the United States.
On Wednesday, May 18, 2016, the annual Scholarship Awards Reception was held at Maggiano’s Little
Italy restaurant in upper northwest DC. A festive crowd enjoyed music by Saleem Waters and hors
d’oeuvres as PIEF members and members of the community honored PIEF’s high school scholarship
recipients, their family members, and friends. The event was hosted by PIEF’s Scholarship Committee,
which was also responsible for selecting the 2016 Scholars.
The keynote speaker for the event was Courtney Snowden, Deputy Mayor of the District of Columbia
and a proud product of DC Public Schools. Ms. Snowden stressed the importance of remaining grounded
and remembering to give and reach back while striving to “reach the heights,” and highlighted her own
experiences as a fifth generation Washingtonian. Tia Strickland, a 2015 PIEF high school scholarship
award recipient and current rising sophomore at Radford, spoke about her experiences navigating the
transition from high school to college, stressing to 2016 scholarship recipients that just one year earlier
she had stood in their exact shoes, nervous yet excited about the college years ahead.
This year’s bright and talented awardees were: Justin Bonhomme (Phelps ACE), Daniella Butler (School
Without Walls), Lillian Copelan (Eastern High School), Dileiny Cruz (Duke Ellington School of the
Arts), Daliza Diaz (Capital City Public), Alexis Fleming (Friendship Public Charter School), Kayla
Griffith (Duke Ellington), Milan Jones (Capital City Public Charter School), Josca Moore (Duke
Ellington), Phillip O'Sullivan (School Without Walls), and Cierra Roberts (Eastern), Nancy Scofield
(Duke Ellington), Roynee Walker (Cesar Chavez Public Charter School), and Robin Williams
(McKinley High School). Members of PIEF, and several PIEF Board Members Dr. Lavdena Orr,
President (center right), Dorothy Jackson, Executive Director (far right), and LaTonya Clark, Treasurer
(rear left), are pictured below with the recipients in attendance.
In addition to the high school recipients, PIEF will award renewal scholarships to students who received
PIEF scholarships as high school seniors and who are currently pursuing their undergraduate degrees.
These students have demonstrated academic excellence and perseverance as they continue to pursue
their educational goals.
All of the recipients, selected through competitive
processes including a review of academic
performance and accomplishments as well as
community service and leadership, represent the
best and brightest in the District of Columbia. The
PIEF is honored to recognize these students and
their families and mentors as they pursue their
educations and professional dreams.
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2016 PIEF SUMMIT
Empowered, Inspired, and Equipped
The Pearl and Ivy Educational Foundation, Inc.’s Annual Retreat was held on Saturday, August 20, 2016 at
the Washington Ethical Society, Washington, DC. The summit was held in the perfect setting to generate high
energy, creativity, and transformational networking, all while having fun! President, Lavdena Orr, had one
goal in mind – to equip members with the tools to raise funds for PIEF.
The retreat began with an It Starts with You Happiness Express Workshop. Led by Cheree Ingram, members
were given lessons on how to de-stress, meditate and choose to be happy. She also shared that the act of
giving actually improves one’s outlook and is just as rewarding to the giver as the recipient. Next, we heard
from Cheryl B. Walker-Robertson, President and Chief Protocol Officer of Odyssey Media. Her message
resonated how “Small Things Become Big Things” and the “Art of Transformational Networking and
Successful Fundraising.” She prepared members on how to make the most of networking opportunities and
how to win over just about anybody! The retreat ended with a short video presentation about our scholarship
efforts and recipients and a quiz to gauge member’s understanding of PIEF, our scholarships and ways to
give.
Special thanks to the 2016 PIEF Membership Summit Committee: Lavdena Orr, MD, Dorothy R. Jackson,
JD, Linda Gill Anderson, Joi Chaney, Anedra Edwards, Angela Hubbard, April Gaines- Jernigan, Daphne
King and Renee Reed Newton.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Give the gift that keeps on giving – Scholarship Endowment Fund (SEF)
In November 2015, PIEF created the Pearl and Ivy Educational Foundation Scholarship Endowment Fund
(PIEF-SEF) to create a legacy of giving for donors and establish a gift of
perpetuity as an organization. We will make our first award of $100,000 in
scholarships in 2023 in honor and recognition of Xi Omega’s centennial year.
Members are encouraged to learn more about the fund, articulate the opportunity
to your personal and professional network, start your own fund or create a giving
circle and pool resources under one umbrella.
How It Works





Come up with your very own name for the scholarship
Choose unrestricted $5,000 scholarship (no specifications) or restricted $10,000 scholarship (you
specify criteria)
Complete the PIEF fund agreement
Make a one-time payment or schedule a payment plan

For more information, please contact Monica Freeman Lewis, Chair, PIEF-SEF
monicalewis81@gmail.com or Jarrai Stephens Chair, PIEF Investment Committee
jarraistephens@gmail.com.
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Closing Event for 2016
Mark your calendar to Save the Date
for our last event of this calendar year!
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Corporate & Community Partners
Your continued patronage and partnerships
Are invaluable and greatly appreciated!

PIEF Board of Directors
President: Dr. Lavdena Orr
Vice President: April Gaines-Jernigan
Secretary: Janis Dorsey Butler
Treasurer: LaTonya E. Clark
Financial Secretary: Lanet Scott
Parliamentarian: Winnie Brinkley
Fundraising Committee Chairman: Daphne King, PhD
Nominating Committee Chairman: Allison Watts
Executive Director: Dorothy R. Jackson, JD
At-Large Members: Frances Bush
Joi Chaney, Esq.
Monica Freeman Lewis
Angela Hubbard
Jarrai Stephens
Newsletter Editors: Monica Freeman Lewis
Adrienne Scott
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Washington, DC 200113

